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THE BRITISH BRIGADE ARMY MANUAL

Introduction

“The finest edge is made with the blunt whetstone” (John Lyly: Euphues 1579)

A ceremonial parade, impeccably performed, can never fail to be a source of inspiration to those who 
watch it or take part in it. It is the noblest and proudest form of drill. Based on the ‘blunt whetstone’ of 
drill instruction to recruits, the parade was for many hundreds of years the foundation of battle 
discipline in all armies, for as Vegetius wrote, “troops who march in an irregular and disorderly manner
are always in great danger of being defeated.”

The elements of discipline instilled through drill on the parade square developed naturally into various 
forms of crew drill, gun drill, and battle drill. Regardless of the particular form, the goals of discipline 
remained unchanged. Proper drill was essential in order for commanders to maneuver troops efficiently
and for troops to use their weapons to greatest effect. Ultimately, the aim of drill was the conquest of 
fear. Drill helped men to overcome their fear on the battlefield because in practicing its forms, they 
tended to lose their individuality and become unified as a group under obedience to orders.

Today, though fear is not an element of our re-creations, the British Brigade performs military drill in 
order to portray the Crown Forces of the American War for Independence as accurately as possible for 
the public and to enhance our members’ understanding of the soldier’s experience.

Crown Field Force

On January 1998, the Board of Officers voted to separate the operation of the corporation known as 
The British Brigade, Inc. from the Crown field force that had previously operated under that title as 
well.

The field force now operates under the following operational structure.

Brigadier General - The Brigadier is the Brigade’s commander-in-chief.

Deputy Commander - The Deputy Commander is the Brigadier’s second in command and the officer 
responsible for overseeing  the routine operations of the Crown Forces.

Field Commander – Prior to a British Brigade event, the Brigadier will appoint an officer to study the 
scenario and site in order to assist the Brigadier in directing maneuvers in the field.

Battalion Commanders – The Brigadier will appoint a commander for each battalion to be formed for 
an event.

Battalion Majors – The Brigadier will appoint battalion majors to assist the battalion commanders.

The officers above are in the chain of command and as such a source of orders and information for the 
army.
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Staff

Adjutant General – The Adjutant General is the Brigade’s senior administrative officer. The Adjutant 
General, or in his absence a deputy appointed by him and approved by the Brigadier, forms the Brigade
for parade, publishes the Orders of the Day, and ensures timely execution of scheduled activities.

Quarter Master – The Quarter Master, or in his absence a deputy appointed by him and approved by 
the Brigadier, is responsible for laying out and supervising all event encampments, and for arranging 
and overseeing camp support logistics. 

Camp Major – The Camp Major is an administrative aide to the Adjutant General and is responsible to
the Deputy Commander for camp activities, including oversight of guard details.  In matters of camp 
security, the Brigade Major is assisted by the Provost Marshal.

Aides de Camp – The Aides de Camp (ADCs) serve as personal aides of the Brigadier.

Provost Marshal – The Provost Marshal reports to the Camp Major and is responsible for ensuring 
that unit leaders are vigilant in enforcing safety standards and maintaining good order and discipline in 
camp. The Provost assists the Camp Major in overseeing camp security and guard mounts while the 
camp is in an 18th century setting.

Inspector General- The Inspector General will inspect applicant units as an end to recommend or not 
recommend those units for full membership into the British Brigade. The IG will also be the authority 
for authenticity issues at Brigade events.

Drum Major – The Drum Major is the Brigade’s senior musician. The Drum Major reports to the 
Deputy Commander and is responsible for directing authentic music, signals, and beatings at Brigade 
events and supervising all unit musicians when they are massed.  

Battalion Serjeant Majors - The Battalion Serjeant Majors are responsible to ensure that all unit 
noncommissioned officers exercise proper management of the troops in their charge. Additionally, they 
serve as the primary assistants to the Adjutant General in forming the Brigade for parade and ensuring 
the timely execution of activities scheduled in the Orders of the Day.

Meetings Held at Events

Two categories of formal meetings are part of every Brigade event:

• Officer’s meetings assemble all the appointed officers of the Brigade, the battalion serjeant 
majors, and individual unit commanders.  These meetings will be led by the Brigadier and the 
Field Commander for the event.  Officer meetings will not be frequent but will normally be held
on the first day of an event to familiarize leaders with who is in attendance at the event. The 
meeting may or may not include a walkthrough of the day's battle scenario.

• NCO meetings will assemble the non-commissioned officers of the Brigade with the battalion 
serjeant majors. NCO meetings will also be attended by the Provost Marshal.  

Ad hoc administrative meetings may be held at any time, as necessary.
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Brigade Formation

At all Brigade events, each battalion will form independently under its own command structure at a 
designated location. For formal parades (General Assembly), a standard method of forming the 
Brigade, outlined in the Inspection of the Army portion of this manual, will be employed to ensure a 
uniform appearance when the battalions assemble on parade. Although unit level firearm safety checks 
are expected to be performed prior to formation, additional checks will be made on the parade. After 
the Brigade is formed and inspected it will be presented to the Adjutant General ready for the day’s 
activities.

Battalion commanders retain the right to organize their battalions into the most efficient fire and 
maneuver divisions possible when the parade immediately precedes a combat action. However, the 
Brigade will be formed for parade in the standard fashion.

Officers will take their assigned positions after the troops are formed and inspected.

Parade formations and other Brigade duties will be specified in written orders posted at Headquarters 
so that all officers are aware of the schedule for the day.

Inspection Rules for British Brigade Events

Unit Level Inspection.  All units are to be inspected each day, prior to the General Assembly of the 
Brigade. This inspection should be conducted by the CO or ranking NCO of the unit. The following 
procedures should be part, but not necessarily all, of the unit level inspection:

a. Poise firelock.   With firelocks at the poise, the inspector shall check each weapon to ensure that
the lock is tightly seated in the stock, the flint is tight in the jaws, the pan is clean, the flash 
guard is tightly secured, a hammer stall is present, all parts of the lock are workable, and the
touch hole is clear.

b. Secure firelock.  The inspector causes the weapons to be placed in the Secure position (their 
muzzles angled toward the ground) to ensure that no musket has loose powder in the breech.

c. Search firelock.   With the soldiers holding their ramrods poised in the barrels of their muskets, 
the inspector causes each in turn to drop the ramrod into the breach to “ping” the barrel and 
demonstrate that the weapon is free of debris.  

d. Hang firelock.  The inspector causes the soldiers to suspend their muskets by the trigger to 
demonstrate that they will not go off half-cocked.

e. Cartridge inspection.  The inspector checks to ensure that no cartridges are loaded with ball and 
that all conform to British Brigade guidelines (i.e., constructed of sturdy paper; no tape, no 
staples).

f. Uniform and accoutrement inspection.  The inspector will ensure that the soldiers’ uniforms are 
appropriate for the unit, that their footwear and any eyeglasses are appropriate for 18th 
century soldiers, that none is wearing facial hair inappropriate for that soldier’s 
impression, ,and that canteens are filled with water.
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General Assembly of the Brigade. The battalion serjeant majors assemble the units into their assigned
battalions. Once assembled, the battalions will be ordered to open ranks for inspection. At least two 
safety inspectors will be assigned to each battalion. These inspectors are recruited from the corps of 
officers, sergeants, or other personnel knowledgeable of the inspection process and approved by the 
Brigadier or Deputy Commander.  The battalions are inspected simultaneously, with inspectors making 
thorough, but expeditious safety checks. Ideally, safety inspection at the General Assembly will take no
more than ten minutes. 

  
a. Safety inspectors will inspect each unit at Poise, Search, and Hang Firelock; repeating the 

checks made at unit level inspection. 
b. Serjeant majors will select random soldiers in their respective battalions for spot checks of 

their uniforms and accoutrements and to ensure the safety of the cartridges they are 
carrying. They shall additionally have those soldiers secure their firelocks.

The General Assembly is the sergeant majors’ parade. Officers not acting as inspectors are to remain 
off the parade until after inspection is complete. Unit officers who wish to observe the inspection are to 
stand behind their units.  

Any discrepancies found by an inspector at General Assembly will be identified to the unit's CO and 
senior NCO.  Safety infractions must be corrected and the corrections approved by the Deputy 
Commander or the Adjutant General before the soldiers involved go onto the field.

Upon completion of the Brigade inspection, the serjeant majors will order the battalions to close ranks. 
After being ordered to shoulder arms, the troops will be turned over to the Adjutant General. The 
Adjutant General then orders the officers onto the parade to take their proper positions. The Brigade is 
now ready for the day’s activities.

On each day of a Brigade event, the General Assembly and safety inspection occurs as outlined above, 
at the time designated in the Orders of the Day.
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British Brigade Safety Regulations
Every member unit is required to have a unit Safety Officer. This individual must have a thorough 
knowledge of the British Brigade Safety Regulations. This individual is directly responsible for the 
unit’s weapons and/or artillery pieces and how they are used by the members of their own unit. This 
individual is answerable to the British Brigade for any compromise or violation of these SAFETY 
REGULATIONS, and has signed a statement declaring such. 

 Response to Unsafe Acts. Any participant who violates these articles or who otherwise poses a danger
to our members will be expelled from the event at the discretion of the Deputy Commander, Camp 
Major, or the Provost. Any unsafe action during a tactical demonstration will result in suspension of the
demonstration until the problem has been resolved. Any unit commander may call for suspension of 
activities. Persistently unsafe people will be permanently barred from attendance at future events. 

 Invited Units.  In order to control the safety of any public event we sponsor, the British Brigade will 
not hold open events or invite organizations whose safety practices are unknown to us. Applicant units 
may be invited to events, and placed under the authority of their sponsoring organization. Safety 
officers will be appointed to remain with the unit and control its actions, until such time as it has 
demonstrated securely its understanding and complete adherence to our safety policies. 

At most of the events at which the British Brigade fields, it is opposing units of the Continental Line 
and/or the Brigade of the American Revolution. When performing tactical battlefield demonstrations 
with either the Continental Line or the Brigade of the American Revolution,  the American forces can 
be depended upon to have safety standards, command, and control equal to the British Brigade. 
Whenever the Brigade participates in an event not controlled by the British Brigade, the Contintal Line,
or the Brigade of the American Revolution, it shall be the responsibility of the Brigade safety officers 
to ensure that the opposing forces have read these safety regulations and have signed the agreement that
they are aware of and intend to adhere to these safety regulations. 

Camp Safety. 

a. Camp Kitchens. The camp kitchen areas shall be separate from the company and officer streets. 
At least 10 yards will separate the boundaries of the kitchen and remainder of the camp. Fire
pits shall be dug only in the designated kitchen area, and only where indicated by the 
Quarter Master General. Fires may be built only in these pits. (At some sites, heavily 
insulated raised platforms may be established rather than pits.) A fire must never be placed 
closer than 20 feet from any tent (flies excepted). Tents may be set up in the kitchen area for
storage of supplies, but may not be used for sleeping quarters. Fire pits shall be filled in and 
returned to original condition at the conclusion of an event. Turf is to be stored face down 
and kept moist for return to original position. An area five feet around will be clear of 
combustibles at each firepit. Depending on weather and dryness, the Quarter Master General
may increase the area to be cleared. Fires will be no larger than is necessary for cooking, 
though they may be used as gathering and social areas after meal times. No member of the 
public shall be allowed within 10 yards of a firepit. If a rope barrier is not provided, create 
your own between your fire and the public. Use a table, bench, firewood, cooking 
equipment or anything else at hand to create a physical or at least psychological barrier.  No 
soldier carrying powder will be allowed within the boundaries of the camp kitchen area. 
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b. Kitchen Fire Safety. Every fire must be attended at all times by an adult. A bucket full of water, 
a wool blanket, and a shovel must be kept at each fire. The water in the bucket is not be 
used for any purpose but extinguishing fire. Children may not start or tend fires (fetching 
wood is permitted). Persons tending fires should always have another adult present in case 
of an emergency. Persons working with an open fire should wear tightly woven garments of 
wool or linen, since these are least likely to flare up or burn vigorously. Children are never 
to run through or play in any location where fires are present. Young children must not be 
allowed to use knives or sharp instruments in any camp area.

c. Personal Fire Emergencies. Use the “Stop, Drop and Roll” technique as advocated by fire safety
authorities, if your clothing catches fire. If someone near you catches fire, help them to 
“Stop, Drop and Roll”, and smother their clothing with a wool blanket. In the event of a 
clothing fire, send a third party to summon medical aid. Do not leave a person with burn 
injuries unattended.  If a person with burn injuries goes into shock, have them lie down, 
elevate their feet, keep them warm, shade them from the sun, and do not handle the burned 
areas or attempt further treatment unless you are an EMT, nurse or physician (who is both 
qualified and aware of the potential liability). 

d. Tent Fire Safety.  No lit candles are permitted in a tent unless the tent is free of straw, or the 
candle is securely mounted in an enclosed metal lantern that has a door with a fastening 
mechanism. 

e. Tent Fire Emergencies.   In the event of a tent fire, immediately determine if anyone is in the 
burning tent.  At the same time raise the cry of “Fire, Fire!”, to summon aid. If the fire 
seems likely to spread down a row of tents, move a few tents away from the one on fire and 
collapse a tent to slow the fire’s progress. Knock out the upright poles to collapse a tent 
quickly. Collapse more than one tent if needed. Advise the Provost Marshal immediately.

f. Animals.  Animals in camp are the sole responsibility of the owners. This includes dogs as well 
as horses and any other animals. Dogs shall be kept on a leash at all times. Horses, when not
being ridden or led by their riders, shall be kept in the Horse Park, securely tethered or 
corralled. No person not involved as a part of an event with horses may enter the Horse 
Park. No members of the public shall at any time be allowed inside the Horse Park. 

g. Artillery Park.   Artillery ammunition shall be kept in the Artillery Park, in fire-resistant  
containers, and under constant guard. No one who is not a member of an artillery unit shall 
come within 10 yards of an artillery ammunition storage or loading area. There shall be no 
fire pits within 40 yards of an Artillery Park. 

h. Individual Ammunition.   Individual cartridge pouches, or infantry with ammunition containers,
shall never be left unattended by individual soldiers unless under the supervision of a 
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designated sentry. Loose powder is forbidden in the camp. All loading of cartridges must be 
done away from the event location. Load where you have full control, plenty of time, and 
are not subjected to the errors of others. If loading is allowed at an event, it will be only at a 
selected and secured location designated by the Provost Marshal in consultation with the 
Quarter Master General. Loading will be supervised by the Provost Marshal or a designee 
from his staff. No person not authorized to handle weapons as part of their role may load 
cartridges or carry ammunition. 

i. Discharge of Weapons.  There will be no discharge of weapons inside the camp. Flashing pans 
is permitted if done under the supervision of a noncommissioned or commissioned officer. 
Test firing or training firing must be done only in a selected and secured location designated
by the Provost Marshal in consultation with the Quarter Master, and with the concurrence of
the Chief Safety Officer(??—see my note) as to time and volume. No loaded weapons shall 
be carried inside the camp. (The sole exception to this policy will be at those times that the 
camp itself is intentionally included as a part of the tactical demonstration scenario, and 
prearranged with the site coordinators). Sentries inside the camp shall not carry loaded 
weapons. Sentries posted outside the camp may carry loaded weapons at the discretion of 
the Chief Safety Officer (??), with the concurrence of the site coordinators. 

j. Unprotected Weapons.  There will be no bayonets fixed, unsheathed swords carried, or 
polearms carried in any way except in a vertical position in the camp. Sentries are the sole 
exception to this rule, and they will have bayonets fixed. 

k. Live Cartridges.  Live cartridges will not be exposed to any member of the public, whether they
are smoking or not. If you wish to display a cartridge for interpretive purposes, it must be a 
“dummy”, filled with sand or other inert powder substitute. 

l. Knife Throwing.  No throwing of knives, hatchets, axes, or other weapons for sport or 
competition may be done within the boundaries of the camp. At some events, it may not be 
permitted at all. If it is permitted, with site coordinator concurrence, a location with a clear 
background will be selected by the Provost Marshal in consultation with the Quarter Master.
No members of the public will be allowed within 30 yards of any such activities. 

m. Children.  Minor children, meaning anyone not yet eighteen years of age, including soldiers, are
the responsibility of a parent or legal guardian. In the absence of either, the commanding 
officer of the unit to which they belong shall be considered to be in loco parentis both 
factually and legally.  Children in camp are expected to be dressed authentically  If a child is
deemed a behavior problem or is not dressed appropriately,  the matter should be reported to
the Provost. 
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Handling of Individual Firearms and Ammunition 

Black Powder is the most fickle and dangerous of all propellants. Do not let familiarity breed contempt 
for it. It must be treated with the greatest respect. A spark or static charge from plastic clothing, from 
someone else’s discharge, or struck off of loading equipment will ignite it with potentially disastrous 
results. The enviable safety record of the British Brigade and other highly-trained, seasoned 
reenactment units is due solely to their great care in handling weapons and charges. Read the following 
material carefully and live by it. Remember that it is not comprehensive, and that your good sense must
be added to these rules gained by past experience. 

a. Ramrods will be carried but may not be drawn and used. No charges are ever to be rammed down 
when loading. This is to instill confidence in both the opposition and the public that nothing 
except raw black powder is being placed into the muzzle. Those on the other end of the 
discharge must be absolutely confident that nothing is coming their way except some flame and 
smoke. 

b. Cartridge paper is never to be put into the muzzle even when not ramming. This action would 
defeat the purpose of not ramming. No material other than paper may be used for musket 
cartridges. Cartridges may be sealed by twisting, gluing, or waxing. No staples or other solid 
closures may ever be used. 

c. Loading will not be done on the march, no matter what the reason or temptation. Loading will only 
be done when the unit is at a full halt for that purpose. 

d. In the event that a weapon does not fire when the trigger is pulled off, the weapon is to be kept 
pointed downfield for a minimum of 10 seconds. It may be reprimed, however, no further 
powder may be poured down the barrel. An unfired musket may not be cleared by firing it after 
dispersal. All muskets are to be cleared by dumping contents and opening pans at final 
formation. Safety officers are to inspect all arms before dismissal. 

e. All muskets should be kept well-cleaned and oiled. They should be kept in complete and thorough 
repair. Every weapon should be able to be held on the safety or half-cock position without firing
when a normal amount of pressure is applied to the trigger. A recommended musket inspection 
checklist is attached as an appendix. 

f. No loose powder may be carried on the battlefield in horns, priming horns, or any other container 
except pre-made cartridges of proper pattern and construction. Cartridges may only be carried 
in approved cartridge boxes or metal storage containers. They may never be carried loose on 
oneself. Although powder horns and flasks may be carried as appropriate, they must be empty 
and they may not be used. 

9



g. Under certain conditions, with certain powders, there is a slight possibility that a spark may remain 
in the bore, and this is the reason you are always advised to keep the muzzle away from your 
face, and from your mates, when pouring in the charge. 

h. Occasionally, troops will be told to order their firelocks while loaded. It is imperative, especially if 
given a “rest” command, that they not place their hands over the muzzle of the barrel. 

i. Only Eighteenth Century, replica, flintlock weapons of a type actually used by the unit being 
portrayed may be carried and fired. All muskets or rifles much have flash guards and frizzen 
covers. All artillery pieces, especially iron tubes, must be properly sleeved. 

j. At some events, sponsors have a requirement that a 45 degree angle be maintained. Troops must be 
instructed and drill before the tactical to maintain this angle. 90 degrees is vertical, and 45 
degrees is halfway to vertical. This is the minimum elevation that will be used at these sites. 
Frequently this is necessary because we are a firing towards the public or with them in close 
proximity to our flanks and we want to instill confidence in them. 

k. 100 grains is the maximum charge for a Brown Bess musket. Heavily loaded cartridges are 
dangerous due to noise production (which doesn’t hurt your ears, it is the guy next to you or in 
front of you that suffers), are unnecessary for effect, and produce an elongated, dangerous 
flame. The situation compounds when a double charge is inadvertently loaded. (Purposeful 
loading of doubles for effect is absolutely forbidden and will result in expulsion of anyone 
known to do it.) 

l. No loose ball of any type or ball-loaded cartridges of any type may be carried on their person for 
any reason. 

m. If so ordered, troops may have to retain the paper cartridge after pouring powder down the muzzle. 
In this case, these empty rolls shall be placed in a haversack or pocket. 

n. Only two types of weapons may be fired by member units: muzzle loading black powder flintlocks,
and full-scale muzzle loading cannons. Pistols may NOT be fired in demonstrations except by 
Mounted Troops with approval of the Field Commander and the Master of Horse. 

o. Only two types of weapon demonstrations are permitted. These are “Individual Demonstrations” 
and “Tactical Demonstrations.” Each may be performed only following all the safety 
regulations listed for their type. Individual demonstrations are demonstrations during which a 
single weapon is loaded and fired by a member or, in the case of a cannon, a crew of members. 
Tactical Demonstrations” are those during which two or more weapons are loaded and fired 
under simulated battle conditions. 
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Tacticals.

a. Physical Combat.  The British Brigade does not engage in physical combat. Participants are not to, 
at any time, with any object, or with hands, touch any member of the opposing forces. The sole 
exception is that mounted troops may cross swords with other mounted troops when called for 
in the scenario. There may be no simulated bayoneting of wounded, mock hand-to-hand 
combat, or any other actions which result in physical contact. 

b. Bayonets.  The British Brigade frequently fields with bayonets fixed. All member units of the 
Brigade are expected to be able to maneuver and fire, in double rank, with bayonets fixed. 
However, if in the opinion of a commander or Safety Officer a unit is not capable of doing this 
safely, or if a unit is not comfortable with doing this, it will not fix bayonets on the battlefield. 
There are occasions and circumstances in which bayonets will not be fixed and these include: 

•  Whenever the conditions of the ground, due to weather or terrain, would make it dangerous 

• When storming a wall that is too high to easily step over, climbing ladders, riding in wagons
or in boats. 

• If the agreed upon scenario specifically prohibits it. 

• Any other circumstances deemed significant by the Safety Officers. In all cases, the 
bayonets shall only be fixed upon the specific order of the Officer in Command of of the
British Brigade at an event, an then only by those units specifically so ordered. 
Whenever bayonets are fixed all member of  the Brigade must be constantly aware of 
where the bayonet is pointing and what is near that point. All of the above apply equally 
to swords and pole arms. Hatchets or axes may NEVER be unsheathed on a battlefield. 

c. Pistols.  Although pistols may be carried on the battlefield by anyone whose role would realistically
have permitted it, the only persons who may load and use pistol are MOUNTED troops, and 
then only from horseback. Mounted troops may use light wadding to keep pistols loaded when 
in their pistol buckets. However, when discharging pistols they must always be aimed upwards 
at a forty- five degree angle. 

d. Artillery.  Artillery shall follow all safety regulations as laid down by The British Brigade. Artillery 
shall not fire when opposing forces, or anyone else is within 50 yards of the muzzle of the piece
and within its cone of danger; an arc extending at a 45-degree angel to each side of the piece. 
When artillery is being attacked and is obviously either in accordance with a scenario, or due to 
a tactical maneuver about to be overrun, safety immediately becomes the responsibility of the 
gunners. If the piece is loaded, and opposing forces are either unaware or dumb enough not to 
care, Gunner #3 (Ram and Sponge) and Gunner #4 (Worm and Loader) will step back until they
are even with the wheel hubs and cross their implements over the center of the gun tube. This is 
the signal for an unsafe condition on an artillery piece. This is the same procedure that will be 
used in the event of ANY unsafe condition on an artillery piecek, including misfires. 
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If the piece is to be overrun, in according to a scenario, the gunners shall indicate that the piece 
is unloaded and safe by having a Gunner depress the barrel. 

No loaded Artillery piece shall ever be moved. 

No captured gun may be served by anyone except its own crew. 

e. Weapons may not be fired when opposing forces are closer than 30 yards. When opposing forces do
get close, officers shall order their troops to elevate over the opposing forces heads. Whenever a
weapon misfires, if it cannot be made to fire on the next round, the soldier shall fall out behind 
the lines to make repairs. Whenever a unit is closing with, or being closed with by opposing 
forces, for any reasons, once the opposing force is within 10 yards all the weapons shall be 
brought to the vertical and shall remain there until either the opposing force is passed through, 
passes through, or, if an error has been made, the mess is sorted out. This is of particular 
importance when a bayonet charge is being driven home, in accordance with scenarios. If it 
looks like someone has made a mistake, stop, come to the shoulder, and stand there until the 
problem fixed. The common sense of each participant is required to get us out of potentially 
dangerous situations.

. 

f. THE SIGNAL TO CEASE FIRE IS THE CEASE FIRE BEAT OF THE DRUM TO WHICH ALL 
TROOPS ARE TRAINED, OR A HAT HELD ON TOP OF A SWORD OR POLEARM. 
WHENEVER THE CEASE FIRE BEAT IS HEARD, OR THE HAT ON TOP OF A SWORD 
OR POLEARM IS SEEN, EVERYONE STOPS, SHOULDERS ARMS, AND WAITS FOR 
ORDERS. The” Cease Fire” beat will be reviewed for all troops at the first formation at each 
event. 

g. An individual who operates a muzzleloaded black powder weapon in a Tactical Demonstration 
must be trained and the weapon inspected prior to use by a Safety Officer. A unit participating 
in a Tactical Demonstration (including reenactments) must have present, during the 
demonstration, at least one member who is a Safety Officer. 

12



Individual Demonstrations.

1. The only weapons authorized for Individual Demonstrations are muzzleloaded black powder 
shoulder arms. These include flintlock muskets, rifles, musketoons, and carbines. Pistols may 
be demonstrated only by Mounted Troops. 

2. A minimum of two members must be present for an Individual Demonstration-- one to operate the 
weapon and another to provide crowd control and watch for safety. Either member may address 
the public. Each must be at least 16 years old. All individual demonstrations must have prior 
approval of a safety officer.  

3. The weapon being demonstrated is subject to inspection by a Safety Officer using the appending 
checklist. 

4. Blank charges are not to exceed the maximum load designated in the Table of Maximum Loads for 
the particular weapon used. 

5. Wadding is permitted for individual demonstrations but NOT in tactical demonstrations. 

6. The demonstrator must carry cartridges in an authentic leather or leather and wood block cartridge 
box, worn well around on the he right hip. The demonstrator must take care that the flap is kept 
down except when the cartridge is being withdrawn. Extreme care must be taken when carrying 
a belly box. 

7. Rifles may be loaded with powder from horns, however, the powder of the main charge must first 
be poured into a powder measure conforming to the Table of Maximum Loads, then poured into
the muzzle. The main charge must never be poured directly from the horn into the barrel. 
Riflemen must carry loose powder in a well maintained horn that is kept stoppered. 

8. When loading and firing, the demonstrator will follow the correct manual for the type of weapon 
being fired. Riflemen who do not have a prescribed manual will follow safe procedures.
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 HOW TO JOIN THE BRITISH BRIGADE
1. An applicant unit must be sponsored by a like unit (e.g., artillery for artillery).
 
2. An applicant unit must pay dues when making application.
 
3. An applicant infantry and artillery unit must have six men under arms, four for cavalry, all 

mounted.   Otherwise they are a foot unit requiring six men.
 
4. An applicant unit must have appropriate liability insurance with documentation provided to 

the British Brigade.
 
5. An applicant unit must attend two British Brigade events before being considered for 

full membership.
 
6. The applicant unit must stand inspection by the Inspector General and/or his designee(s) at 

both events, or other events as approved by the Brigadier General.  Any problems noted 
in the inspection report must be addressed and signed off by the IG before being passed 
on for a general membership vote at the next annual meeting.

 
7. Upon meeting all of the above requirements, the applicant unit will come up for a vote 

(proposed by the sponsoring unit) at an annual meeting where a majority of units voting 
must approve their application.

 
8. If an applicant unit does not meet any of the above requirements within its first year they 

may apply for a one year extension (have to pay the next annual dues).  An extension 
will not be granted for more than one additional year.
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THE BRITISH BRIGADE INSPECTION REPORT

 Inspection should be performed by the Inspector General or a designee' appointed by the Brigadier..  
The inspector should have above average knowledge of the type of unit being inspected and be assisted
by a Brigade member in good standing who is of the same service as the unit being inspected.  The 
inspection will be conducted by examining the following areas:

a. Small clothes (shirts, waistcoat, breeches)

b. Regimental clothes

c. Accoutrements (haversack, canteen, box and belt)

d. Camp Impression

e. Weapons

f. Other (artillery gun, implements, horse and tack, etc.)

The Inspection Report will be signed by the following British Brigade officers: 

1. Signature of Sponsor Unit’s Commander/President

2. Signature of Officer commanding the applicant unit in the field (signature denotes the applicant unit
was safe and followed commands in the field)  ___

3. Signature of the General Officer Commanding the event (signature denotes the unit was safe 
operating in the field and no complaints were received)

4. Inspector General’s Signature (signature denotes you have received all inspection reports and 
concur the unit is ready for full membership) 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICERS OF THE BRITISH BRIGADE 

Commander (President)

James McGaughey (Brigadier)

2463 Cheyenne Drive Gambrills, MD 21054 (443) 292-8756 britMarine@hotmail.com 

Deputy Commander (Vice President)

Malcolm MacWilliam (Colonel)  
821 W. Siddonsburg Rd. Dillsburg, PA 17019 717-802-1540 sjtmmacwm@comcast.net 

Brigade Paymaster

Doug Ozelious

30 George St.
Plymouth, MA 02360

Executive Secretary 

Lester McIntosh 

1171 Payne Rd.,Green Lane, PA. 18054 215-234-4794 ubique04@comcast.net 

STAFF OFFICERS 

Adjutant General

Dan McMahon

Camp Major

Geoff Sheffer

Brigade Sjt. Major

Kit Brown

Drum Major

Joseph Siegel

Quarter Master General 

 Peter Ferwerda 

Deputy Quarter Master General

William Johnson

Master Gunner 

Lester McIntosh 
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Master of Horse 

Jess Philips  

Master of Engineers 

Captain Les McIntosh 

Indian Department

Pete Brevik  

Inspector General 

Michael Grenier

Chaplain 

Scott Williams

Judge Advocate General

Tom Vilardi

Aides de Camp

Ken Siegel, Michael Grenier

Past Commanders 

Michael Grenier (2008- 2014)  

Don Beale (1992-2007) 

Ken Siegel (1984-1992) 

TRUSTEES (22) 

Paul O’Shaughnessy, Chairman  ; Don F. Beale;  Richard E. Amsterdam; 

Michael Grenier; James Corbett; Bill DiFrenza; Peter Ford; Paul Loane 

Hella Beale; Michael Meyerdierks; Tom Vilardi; James McGaughey; Neil Sorenson; 

Horst Dresler; Mark Crosby; Lester McIntosh; Paul Novotny; Dan McMahan; 

Gary Vorwald; Glen Lunde; Kevin Carroll
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VOTING MEMBER UNITS 

4th Bn. RA, A Co’y 

Lee Patrick Anderson 

125 Rittenhouse Dr Deptford NJ 08096  856-562-3543  lee_anderson@juno.com 

4th Bn. RA, F Co’y 

Al Florio  
101 Reservoir Ave Randolph, NJ 07869 973-537-9566    lambcapt1774@aol.com 

4th Bn. RA, M Co’y 

Lester McIntosh 1171 Payne Rd.  
Green Lane, PA 18054 215-234-4794 ubique04@comcast.net 

4th Bn. RA, Mortar Co’y 

 Benjamin Newton 1280 Tract Road  
Fairfield, PA 17320  717-642-8547 fourthbnra@hotmail.com 

4th Bn. RA, W Co’y 

W. Chris Ward  
1204 Oak Hill Place, Apt 2D Annapolis, MD 21403 410-212-5365 wcward@comcast.net 

Pausch’s Company, Hesse Hanau Artillery  

 Mike Manning 

26 Nortonville Dr., Toronto, ON M12GB Canada 416-660-1302 michael.manning@bell.net

Royal Irish Artillery 

 Robert Troisi  
4 Myrtle Street Baldwinville, MA 01436  978-618-1333 troisi1776@yahoo.com 

Brad Benedict  98 Hale Rd Hubbardton MA 978-618-0214  benedictb599@yahoo.com

HM Marines 

James McGaughey 

2463 Cheyenne Drive Gambrills, MD 21054  443-292-8756  britMarine@hotmail.com 

1st Foot Guards 

Chris Kone 4 Hollis Rd. Easton, MA 02375 508-238-0286 sgt1ayr@aol.com 

4th Co’y Brigade of Guards 

Ben Theis  1356 Queens Hwy Front Royal, VA 22630  703-655-9682  btheis@brigadeofguards.org

Geoff Sheffer 4670 South 4th Street Arlington, VA 22204  703-407-6259  geoff.sheffer@navy.mil 
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4th Reg’t of Foot 

Nicholas Johnson  
33 Washington St Newton, MA 02458   617-448-2260 njohnson.1779@gmail.com 

7th Reg't – L'estrange's Co'y

Carl Johnson 704-957-9108  carlivar@yahoo.com                                                                                     

Colin Carter  701-340-2487  colintcarter@gmail.com

Rick Lee  646-239-5368  generalnyc@aol.com

7th Reg’t - Helyar’s Co’y 

Patrick Morton  
2101 Royal Drive Winston-Salem NC 27106  704-957-9108 mortonpc@gmail.com 

8th Regiment of Foot, Lieut-Col’s Co’y  

Mark Canady  
5409 East Mineral-Koleen Rd Bloomfield IN 47424 mcanady@unlimitednet.us 

9th Regiment of Foot 

Jim Murphy  
48 Midland Rd Coventry, CT 06238 860-742-3054 irishbrit1777@att.net 

10th Reg’t of Foot 

Robert Falotico  
40 Spring Street   Wrentham, MA 02093-1823 508-883-9457 falfam@msn.com 

16th Queen’s Light Dragoons 

Don F. Beale 
62 Lower James Street Rosendale, NY 12472 845-658-8172 lancer16@verizon.net 

17th Light Dragoons 

Jess Philips  
18 N 3rd St New Freedom, PA 17349  443-791-1811    jessphillips62@yahoo.com 

17th Regiment of Foot 

Jeffrey Blessing 1211 Forge Rd  Cherry Hill NJ 08034 856-428-6707 revwar17th@comcast.net 

17th Regiment of Foot, Light Infantry  

Gary Christopher  708 Bern Street Riverside, NJ 08075  609-760-1244  gjclib66@gmail.com

22nd Reg’t of Foot 

Thomas Vilardi 

350 Cumberland Road South Orange, NJ 07079  973-378-3929   hm22ndregt@msn.com 

19

mailto:carlivar@yahoo.com
mailto:colintcarter@gmail.com


22nd Reg’t, Light Infantry 

Sean Joyce  38 Apple Lane Biglerville PA 17307 717-778-2390  seanjoyce42@yahoo.com 

23rd Reg’t of Foot RWF 

Shane Reilly  
17 E Eppley Dr Carlisle, PA 17015  610-633-3091  grenadier23rd@yahoo.com 

24th Reg’t of Foot 

Paul Novotny  
14 Cobble Ct  Clifton Park, NY 12065 518-371-3545 Major@24thFoot.org 

33rd Reg’t of Foot 

Radford Polinsky  
426 West Spazier Avenue Burbank, CA 91506-3216  818-559-7521 33rd-foot@att.net 

35th Reg’t of Foot 

John Van Vliet  
307 Lafayette Avenue Hawthorne, N.J. 07506-1919  973-981-1633   the35thRegiment@aol.com 

40th Reg’t of Foot 

Roy Najecki  

1203 Reynolds Rd Chepachet, RI 02814-2400  401-647-3631 Roy@najecki.com 

42nd Reg’t of Foot 

 Robert Small 317 Foch Blvd Mineola, NY 11501 516-248-3852  rsmall42@verizon.net 

42nd Reg’t of Foot - Grenadiers 

R.B. Shibe 10204 Amsterdam Rd Waynesboro, PA  240-561-0581 shiberb@msn.com

Kit Brown  610-217-1103  grenmacmillan@yahool.com

42nd Reg’t Highland Co’y 

James Puzar  PO Box 311 Beaverton, MI 48612  989-435-2200  RHR42BW@webtv.net 

David Keeley  3254 Dundas Beaverton, MI 48612  989-948-0899  keeleydavid23@gmail.com

43rd Reg’t of Foot 

Paul Loane 10 Henry Lane Mt. Holly, N.J. 08060 609-288-6918  history1@comcast.net 

Chip Cash 14 E. Darrah Lane  Lawrenceville, NJ 08648  609-937-9903  njcashman@gmail.com

47th Regiment of Foot 

 Scott Tomlinson  

19788 Wheelbarrow Bend Loxahatchee, FL 33470 586-306-0097  Scott@47thregiment.org 
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54th Regiment of Foot 

Steven Gardner 162 Puddin Lane Mansfield Center, CT 06250 860-416-4497 flaming54th@gmail.com 

55th Regiment of Foot 

Mark Tully  
620 Park Street  Baraboo, WI 53913-1921 608-356-1836 info@ballindalloch-press.com 

60th Regt (60th/2nd-4th Battn.)  

Todd Harburn  
PO Box 581 6770 David Dr Mackinaw City, MI 49701  517-256-1955  teharburn@gmail.com 

62nd Regiment of Foot 

Eric Schnitzer  
1119 County Rte. 68 White Creek, NY 12057 518-265-1774  ericfuzil@yahoo.com 

64th Reg’t of Foot 

Michael Grenier 

692 Maple Drive  Webster, NY 14580  585-671-8738  majorlxiv@frontiernet.net 

71st Regt of Foot, Capt Sutherland’s Co’y 2nd Batt’n  

Alexander John Good 4482 E Johnstown Rd Gahanna, OH 43230 Myrmiddon@aol.com 

74th Reg’t of Foot Light Compnay

 Stephen Belyea 
11 Westland Ave  Saugus, MA 01906-2640  781-233-9201 shb74th@aol.com 

74th Regiment of Foot Bn Co’y - Battalion Company 

William Siebert 35 Western Ave Dixmont, ME 04932  207-234-2253  wsiebert54@aol.com 

76th Regiment of Foot 

Ian MacDougall 
120 National Lane Williamsburg VA 23185  757-585-8425  macdonalds76th@gmail.com 

84th Reg’t of Foot 

Matt West  10018 Morningside Ct Fairfax, VA 22030  202-257-3455  Mtwest1776@gmail.com

1st New Jersey Volunteers 

Jay Weatherbee 

588 Beverly Drive Magnolia, NJ 08049-1611 856-625 4985   jweatherbee1njv@gmail.com

4th New Jersey Volunteers 

Raymond Helge 
PO Box 6731 Monroe Twp. NJ 08831 732-513-2601  rp_helge1776@yahoo.com 
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Maryland Loyalist Battalion 

 Robert Dobyns 1602 Pious Ridge Rd Berkeley Springs, WV 25411  robertmdobyns@verizon.net 

King’s Royal Reg’t of NY 

Reginald James 

335 Blantyre Avenue Toronto, Ontario, M1N 2S6 Canada  416-691-7504  reg.anne.james@rogers.com 

1st Bn Delancey’s Brigade 

Mike Alcock  
57 Teeter Rock Rd Trumbull, CT 06611  203-377-0301  delancey1st@sbcglobal.net 

2nd Bn DeLancey’s Brigade Brewerton’s Co’y 

Richard D Jenkins  50 Bolt Lane Milford, CT 06460-2001 203-877-3599  rich4553@aol.com 

2nd Bn DeLancey’s Brigade, Allison’s Co’y 

Steve Fowler  
791 Manawagonish Rd St. John New Brunswick E2M 3W9 Canada  506-636-2453 
steve@delanceys.org 

Butler’s Rangers 

Scott Paterson  
54 Duffern Avenue West Unite 18 Brantford, ONT. N3T 4P5 Canada 519-302-0525 
Scott.paterson62@yahoo.com 

Claus’ Rangers 

Shawn Natole  
9 Evelyn Ave Amsterdam, NY 12010  518-744-3696  redliner36@gmail.rr.com 

King’s Rangers 

Neil Sorenson 4 Glencrest Drive Salem, NH 03079 603-401-3653 kingsranger1779@gmail.com 

Scott Thornbury 23 Glen Rd Salem, NH 03079  602-234-0414  menorrbury@comcast.net

Paul Stevens 860-338-4948  pstevens01@spcglobal.net 

Queen's Rangers

Glen Garwood  769 W Atlantic Ave Atco, NJ 08004  856-261-0224  ridewiththerangers@gmail.com

Sherri Corrado  607-432-0222

Queen's Rangers Light Co'y

Jim Millard 

394 Simcoe St Newmarket ON L3y 2m3 Canada  905-895-4952 millardjp4952@rogers.com
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Loyal American Regiment 

Matt Moore 
21 Anvil Rd  Aston, PA 19104  610-357-5037  mdmoore4@verizon.net 

Queen’s Own Loyal Virginia 

Travis Shaw  
6 N Laycock St  Hamilton, VA 20158  301-514-2203  travisfshaw@gmail.com 

Royal North Carolina Regt 

John Thornton 9124 Clancy Place Charlotte, NC 28227  704-232-4611  jt@rncr.org 

Capt Bull’s War Party 

Peter Brevik  
2919 Seisholtzville Rd Macungie, PA 18062  610-737-4304  hopocan3@aol.com 

Niagara Indian Department (Foresters)

 Steve Kruppenbacher  
7587 Hutton Road Oakfield NY 14125  585-948-5627  krupp9@dishmail.net 

Füsilier Regiment von Knyphausen  Stewart Noe  
579 Fostertown Road Wallkill, NY 12589 845-566-9117 Knyphausen@hessians.org 

Hessen-Kassel Jaeger Corps, Company von Prueschenk  

Pat Updike 59 Harvey Lane Telford PA 18969   215-901-2078  Leflique@comcast.net 

Regiment von Huyn  

Ben Williams  
2800 Elnora Street Silver Spring, Maryland 20902 301-910-5578 regtvonhuyn@yahoo.com 

2nd Anspach Jager Company, von Roeder  

Daniel Boonie 
1112 Fire Tower Road Carthage, NC 28327  910-673 -0761 boonieda@aol.com 

Infanterie-Regiment von Donop  

Joseph Malit  86 W. Union St., Shickshinny, PA 18655   Reichsritter@yahoo.com 

Von Bose Regiment 

Scott Spear  
2225 Valencia Drive Sarasota, FL 34239 941316-9806 vonbose1@aol.com  

Munro’s, Captain Hugh Company of Battoe-men 

Scott Lance 1110 Rte 519 Newton, NJ 07860  908-403-7743  njranger@verizon.net 

Detached Hospital 

Michael Williams  
1323 Shoreline Trail Graham, NC 27253  336-376-8374 ironmonger_captain@yahoo.com 
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APPLICANT UNITS 

3rd Bn. RA, T Co’y 

Bill Woodford  
7132 Barnwell Pl Fayetteville, NC 28303  910-487-6246  wjwoodford@gmail.com 

4th Bn. RA, B Co’y 

Stacy Brogden  
460 Sheltered Cove Ct Fort Mill, SC 29708  843-864-8042 sbrogden@chmuseums.org 

Leib Regiment Grenadiers

Evan Jarvis  professorejar@gmail.com

Brent Mikulak  703-753-8228  hessenstadt2@yahoo.com

Queen's Loyal Rangers, Peters Corps

Brian Zawodniak  bzawodniak@enfieldschools.org

8th Regiment Light Co'y

Marcio R.D. da Cunha  mradacuhna@gmail.com

34th Regiment Light Co'y

Matt Zembo  mzembo@nycap.rr.com

3rd Bn. RA, 7th Co’y 

Don Walker  84 N Water St Boscawen, NH 03207  walkerdon@hotmail.com
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